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Italian and Polish workmen. But a Royal Physician, Lord
Dawson of Penn, came in on Dr. Stopes's side, and defended
her thesis not only on medical but on economic grounds.
Dr. Stopes later pointed out in her book. Mother England, that
though maternal mortality and infant welfare were being gravely
discussed by the doctors, very little of practical use was being
done about them: doctors often tolci a woman that to have
another child would mean death, but never told her how to
avoid having more children, except by abstinence. It was to
remedy this sort of thing that she had inaugurated her birth-
control clinic in the East End. There she received in three
months more than twenty thousand requests for procuring
abortions, mostly from over-worked and sick mothers who were
unaware that abortion was criminal. Needless to say, she did
not comply with these requests, but instead advised women on
the correct use of contraceptives. In 1926, when she wrote
Mother England, prosecutions of drug-sellers who claimed that
their wares produced, abortions were averaging one a fortnight.
In 1923 the Catholics gathered their forces against her and
she had to bring a libel action against a writer who suggested
that she was profiteering by the sale of contraceptives to working
women. In point of fact the clinic made no profits, and the
profits from her book Married Love, which went into ten editions,
were devoted to the upkeep of the clinic and to the Constructive
Birth-Control Society. In the course of this libel action Dr,
Stopes stated that she believed herself to be a channel of divine
inspiration, and that the eart of contraception' had been revealed
to her in a message which she had received 'beneath the old
yews' at her house at Leatherhead. This drew a scornful attack
from the defending K.C.: 'Dr*. Marie Stopes will have you
believe that God sent clown this beastly, filthy message!5 She
lost her action; the words complained of were found defamatory,
but true in substance and in fact. As a result of this unfortunate
publicity a proposal to place the Oxford Union Hall at her dis-
posal was withdrawn at the request of the Union Committee.
However, A. V. Roe came in her stead to address the leading
undergraduate society. On being asked a searching question by
an Indian graduate, he evaded it with the counter-question:
'Tell me, do you think that birth-control is from God or from
the devil?5 The Indian remarked: *I think that is the most
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